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Handwriting Policy

Foundation in Letter Formation

At Peover, we believe that children must first develop proficiency in forming individual letters correctly before learning cursive handwriting.

This foundational stage ensures clear, legible handwriting and builds confidence in their writing skills.

Introduction to Joining Letters

Starting in Year 2, children may begin to join some letters once they demonstrate consistent accuracy in letter formation.

Children will be introduced to the four joins:

• Diagonal joins to letters without ascenders (e.g., am, in).
• Diagonal joins to letters with ascenders (e.g., ch, th).
• Horizontal joins (e.g., on, ov).
• Horizontal joins to letters with ascenders (e.g., ol, wh).

Break Letters

Some letters, called break letters, are not joined from in handwriting. These letters are:

g, j, q, x, y, z

Rules for Descenders/Break Letters 

In Lower Key Stage 2 (LKS2), descenders (letters like g, y, j, p, q) should not be looped to maintain clarity and neatness.

In Upper Key Stage 2 (UKS2), children may begin to loop descenders and break letters when writing in the middle of words to support increased writing speed while maintaining legibility.

Support for Children with Dyslexia

Children with dyslexia will be taught cursive handwriting earlier, as the continuous flow of letters can help support spelling and word recognition.

Adaptations and Individual Needs

Teachers will assess each child’s progress and adapt the handwriting curriculum to support individual learning needs, ensuring all children develop a clear and fluent handwriting style.
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